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2. STATE SAFETY CHAIN LAWS

A safety chain is a flexible tension device usually connected between the towed vehicle and the towing vehicle and normal has sufficient strength to prevent separation of

those vehicles if the primary coupling device fails.

. No More Prevent Tow
ALt Fifth-Wheel RV Chain Strength Slack Bar from
State/Citation Chain Kingpin Maintain State has Than for Dropping to Remarks
Required Assemblies Exempt | Control if Tow | Strength/Design Proper Ground if
q Bar/Hitch Fails Rules Turning Disengaged
Alabama --
Alaska
Title 13 AAC X X X X X
04.275
Arizona --
The provisions of this subsection shall not
Arkansas apply to the drawbar or other connection
Ark. Code Ann. X X .
between a motor vehicle and a pole or
§27-35-11 .
pipe dolly.
No RV trailer shall be manufactured for
. sale in CA, sold, offered for sale, leased
. . Breaking strength . .
California or rented unless equipped with a safety
_— must equal or . : .
Ann. Cal. xceed oross connection in compliance with CA law.
Vehicle Code X X X exceec & X X All safety connections and attachments
. weight of towed - .
§29004; vehicl shall have a positive means of ensuring
§29004.5 emiete. that the safety connection or attachment
does not become dislodged while in
transit.
Colorado
Colo. Rev. Stat. 2 x? X
42-4-506
Connecticut
Conn. Gen. Stat. X X Must be coupled to frame of towing
Ann. § 14-137- vehicle.
124
Delaware --
Florida
Fla. Stat. Ann. § 2 X X
316.530
Georgia _
§ 40-6-254

-- No safety chain required by law or rule
a Provided it meets requirements of Department of Transportation
b Provided it is an approved coupling and kingpin assembly

¢ Upper and lower halves or assembly may not be separated without being manually released
d Provided licking pins or bolts are of sufficient strength to hold gross wright of towed vehicle

e Exempts truck and semi-trailer

Note: This document is intended to be used as a general reference and does not necessarily provide all regulations on the subject. This document is not intended to give legal advice.
NATM assumes no responsibility for any inaccurate information or omissions.
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2. STATE SAFETY CHAIN LAWS

A safety chain is a flexible tension device usually connected between the towed vehicle and the towing vehicle and normal has sufficient strength to prevent separation of

those vehicles if the primary coupling device fails.

At Least Chain Strength No More Prevent Tow
One Fifth-Wheel RV Maintai State h Slack Bar from
State/Citation Chain Kingpin C ta“ll ,?l,i,l St atlel /Das. Than for Dropping to Remarks
Required Assemblies Exempt B OI; I; 0 ;1 Fo.vlv renl% I esign Proper Ground if
q ar/Hitch Fails ules Turning Disengaged
Hawaii Each island’s government may have
specific requirements.
Idaho --
linois
625 T11. Comp.
Stat. 2 X
§/5/15-110
Each chain or
Indi Sf);il(;?n‘ag:tion sed Attach one on each side of coupling at
I d—g aan9a 20 2 must be of b extreme outer edge of trailer. Permits other
nd. (9)_5 o sufficient strength suitable devices in lieu of safety chains.
to haul trailer
when loaded.
Iowa
Towa Code Ann. X X
§ 321.462
Kansas
Kan, Stat. Ann. Requires adequate "safety hitch".
§ 8-1907
Kentucky -
Louisiana
La. Rev. Stat. X X Required on trailers with loaded gross
Ann. weight capacity up to 6,000 pounds.
§ 32:384
Maine
Me. Rev. Stat. Ann. X X X
29-A, § 238
Maryland Must be coupled directly to frame of
Md. Code Ann. X X X 11.13.08 10D X X towing vehicle. Attachment to pintle hook

Trans. § 24-107

does not meet thisrequirement.

-- No safety chain required by law or rule
a Provided it meets requirements of Department of Transportation
b Provided it is an approved coupling and kingpin assembly

¢ Upper and lower halves or assembly may not be separated without being manually released
d Provided licking pins or bolts are of sufficient strength to hold gross wright of towed vehicle

e Exempts truck and semi-trailer

Note: This document is intended to be used as a general reference and does not necessarily provide all regulations on the subject. This document is not intended to give legal advice.
NATM assumes no responsibility for any inaccurate information or omissions.
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2. STATE SAFETY CHAIN LAWS

A safety chain is a flexible tension device usually connected between the towed vehicle and the towing vehicle and normal has sufficient strength to prevent separation of

those vehicles if the primary coupling device fails.

At Least Chain Strength No More Prevent Tow
Fifth-Wheel RV .. Slack Bar from
e e One . . Maintain State has .
State/Citation . Kingpin . . Than for Dropping to Remarks
Chain A . Control if Tow | Strength/Design .
. ssemblies Exempt . . Proper Ground if
Required Bar/Hitch Fails Rules Turni .
urning Disengaged
Each chain shall
have ultimate
Massachusetts strength at least Attach one on each side of central trailer
Rule 540 CMR 2 X X X . .
201 equal to gross hitch, independently and securely.
weight of trailer
and its load.
_— Each chain shall Attach one on each side of coupling at
Ml\l,/ilTChCl%?n—n be of sufficient extreme outer edge of trailer. Safety
Lav;/s An 111) : 2 strc?ngth to haul chain§ us§d in three-vehicle RV
§257.721 : trailer when combination must have locking
’ loaded. mechanism.
Minnesota Must be attached to the vehicles near the
Minn. Stat. § 2 XP X X points of bumper attachments to the
169.82 chassis of each vehicle
Mississippi
Miss. Code Ann. X x® X X X Permits cable or equivalent devices.
§ 63-5-25
Missouri
Mo. Ann. Stat. § X X X Permits cable or equivalent devices.
307.170
Montana Required on trailers 3,000 pounds GVWR
Mont. Code X e or less. Securely fastened to front of
Ann. § 61-9- towing unit. Steel chain or cable must
208 have minimum diameter of %4".
Nebraska
Neb. Rev. Stat. 2 X
Ann.
§ 60-6, 246

-- No safety chain required by law or rule
a Provided it meets requirements of Department of Transportation
b Provided it is an approved coupling and kingpin assembly

¢ Upper and lower halves or assembly may not be separated without being manually released
d Provided licking pins or bolts are of sufficient strength to hold gross wright of towed vehicle

e Exempts truck and semi-trailer

Note: This document is intended to be used as a general reference and does not necessarily provide all regulations on the subject. This document is not intended to give legal advice.
NATM assumes no responsibility for any inaccurate information or omissions.
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2. STATE SAFETY CHAIN LAWS

A safety chain is a flexible tension device usually connected between the towed vehicle and the towing vehicle and normal has sufficient strength to prevent separation of

those vehicles if the primary coupling device fails.

At Least Chain Strength No More Prevent Tow
Fifth-Wheel RV Lo Slack Bar from
State/Citation One Kingpin Maintain State has Than for Dropping to Remarks
: ep . : pping
Chain A . Control if Tow | Strength/Design .
. ssemblies Exempt . . Proper Ground if
Required Bar/Hitch Fails Rules . .
Turning Disengaged
Nevada Chain must hold
- X X GW of vehicle or X X
vehicles being
Each chain must
have ultimate
New X e X strength at least X
Hampshire equal to gross
N.H. Rev. Stat. weight of trailer
§266:63 and load.
X
OR trailer shall
bl;fjev;t—m\i X X X have an adequate
'§ 39-4.54 device to prevent
its rolling
backwards
New Mexico --
Attach single chain on trailer's
New York longitudinal center line. If 2 chains, attach
N.Y. Veh. & X equal distance from and on opposite sides
Traf. § 375-29- Table 4 of Each chain of longitudinal center line, chains must be
a; X X Section 57.2 shall have X crossed. Means of attachment shall not be
CRR-NY Title 15 same length common with or utilize fasteners common
Rule 57.3(f) of slack. with ball or coupling. No welding may be
performed on chain after its manufacture.
Chains must have
North Carolina strength to hold the
20-123 2 X X gross weight of the

towed vehicle

-- No safety chain required by law or rule
a Provided it meets requirements of Department of Transportation
b Provided it is an approved coupling and kingpin assembly

¢ Upper and lower halves or assembly may not be separated without being manually released
d Provided licking pins or bolts are of sufficient strength to hold gross wright of towed vehicle
e Exempts truck and semi-trailer

Note: This document is intended to be used as a general reference and does not necessarily provide all regulations on the subject. This document is not intended to give legal advice.
NATM assumes no responsibility for any inaccurate information or omissions.
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2. STATE SAFETY CHAIN LAWS

A safety chain is a flexible tension device usually connected between the towed vehicle and the towing vehicle and normal has sufficient strength to prevent separation of

those vehicles if the primary coupling device fails.

State/Citation

At Least
One
Chain
Required

Fifth-Wheel RV
Kingpin
Assemblies Exempt

Chain Strength

Maintain
Control if Tow
Bar/Hitch Fails

State has
Strength/Design
Rules

No More
Slack
Than for
Proper
Turning

Prevent Tow
Bar from
Dropping to
Ground if
Disengaged

Remarks

North Dakota
N.D. Cent. Code
§39-21-32;
N.D. Admin. Code
Rule 37-06-03-02

OR brakes that automatically apply upon
trailer breakaway.

Ohio
Ohio Rev. Code
Ann. §4513.32

Oklahoma
Ok St. Ann.
Title 47 § 12-405.1

Oregon
Or. Rev. Stat.

§818.150;
§818.170

Tensile strength
equal to loaded
weight of trailer.

Pennsylvania
75 Pa. Cons.

Stat. Ann.
§ 4905

Each chain must
have strength at
least equal to
GVWR of trailer

Chains must be equal length. Must be
crossed. Applies to ball-and-socket type
hitch or pintle hook without a locking
device.

Rhode Island

South Carolina
S.C. Code
Ann.

§ 56-5-5150

South Dakota
S.D. Codified
Laws

§ 32-19-9;-10

Xa

Permits cable or equivalent devices.

Tennessee
Tenn. Code Ann.
§ 55-7-114

X

-- No safety chain required by law or rule
a Provided it meets requirements of Department of Transportation
b Provided it is an approved coupling and kingpin assembly

¢ Upper and lower halves or assembly may not be separated without being manually released
d Provided licking pins or bolts are of sufficient strength to hold gross wright of towed vehicle

e Exempts truck and semi-trailer

Note: This document is intended to be used as a general reference and does not necessarily provide all regulations on the subject. This document is not intended to give legal advice.
NATM assumes no responsibility for any inaccurate information or omissions.
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2. STATE SAFETY CHAIN LAWS

A safety chain is a flexible tension device usually connected between the towed vehicle and the towing vehicle and normal has sufficient strength to prevent separation of

those vehicles if the primary coupling device fails.

At Least Chain Strength No More Prevent Tow
Fifth-Wheel RV s Slack Bar from
o One R Maintain State has .
State/Citation . Kingpin . . Than for Dropping to Remarks
Chain . Control if Tow | Strength/Design .
. Assemblies Exempt . . Proper Ground if
Required Bar/Hitch Fails Rules Turni .
urning Disengaged
Chains must be equal length. Attach to
Texas towing vehicle equidistant right and left of
Tex. Transp. point where vehicles are connected. Attach
Code Ann. § 2 X X X X to towed vehicle either side of tongue
545.410; equidistant forward and left of hitch.
Rule TAC Connect by means of bolts, pins or secure
37,27.1 connecting methods meeting strength
requirements. Cannot be directly welded.
Utah . .
o Securely connect to chassis of towing
Utah Code Ann. X X X X X vehicle, trailer and drawbar.
§ 41-6-148.40
Vermont . .
23IVSA § 1341 X Must be adequate to insure public safety.
Virginia
Va. Code. Ann. X X
§46.2-1118
Equal distance from and on opposite sidesof
. longitudinal center line of towing vehicle
) Each chain and trailer. Must be crossed. Attachment
Washington 2 X WAC 204-70 shall have X cannot be common with or utilize fasteners
WAC 204-70-070 -99004; 99005 same length common with ball or coupling. No welding
of slack. subsequent to manufacture including direct
welding by link to towed or towing vehicle.
Permits use of wire ropes or cables.
West Virginia
Wisconsin . .
Wis. Stat. Ann. 2 X TRANS. 308.12 X X Two separate lengths required. Leveling
bars or cables can be substituted.
§ 347.47
Wyoming --
Dist. of Columbia Chains to hold a trailer
— X on a hill

-- No safety chain required by law or rule

a Provided it meets requirements of Department of Transportation
b Provided it is an approved coupling and kingpin assembly

¢ Upper and lower halves or assembly may not be separated without being manually released
d Provided licking pins or bolts are of sufficient strength to hold gross wright of towed vehicle
e Exempts truck and semi-trailer

Note: This document is intended to be used as a general reference and does not necessarily provide all regulations on the subject. This document is not intended to give legal advice.
NATM assumes no responsibility for any inaccurate information or omissions.

uonips 120 sauijapiny



or-rd

Information applies to both travel trailers and fifth wheels unless otherwise noted.

States stopping distance requirements and performance requirements are not addressed. Contains no information on air brake requirements.

AUTOMATIC BREAK-AWAY
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Alabama 3001 Ibs. 40’ stopping YES- Brakes not
Ala. Code 1975 § 32-5-212 (brakes); Ala. Admin GVWR or distance from 20 required for vehicles Trailers with air / vacuum
Code r. 760-X-1-.09 (brake equipment required); great if mph for gross in drive away or brakes need separate emergency
Ala. Code 1975 § 32-9A-2 (commercial motor weight of trailer weight 3000 tow- away brake which can be operated
vehicle safety requirements) — [incorporates 49 trailer ALL ALL Ibs. or less, 50 NS 3001 lbs. 15 ALL NO operations, provided from the towing vehicle. Air
C.F.R. § 393.42]; Ala. Code 1975 § 32-2-9 exceeds from 20 for all they meet brake trailers further need
(authority to promulgate motor vehicle rules); Ala. | 40% of tow other CV’s, 40” performance separate emergency brake which
Code 1975 32-9a-1 (definitions) & § 40-12-40 vehicle from 20 for tow requirements of 40’ is independent of air supply.
(definitions for licensing of motor vehicles) weight dollies. from 20 mph.
2 oneach | 2 oneach Cannot tow more than 1
Alask side for 3 side for 3 vehicle unless towing
aska
. . 1 1 . hicl igh: th
Alaska Admin Code Title 13, § 04.205 (Brakes); ¢ a)l( © 1 " a? ¢ 1 40’ stopping lvse olgoe l\gelghs xgore an
o railer. railer. . X s., has 3 or more
Alaska Stat. § 28.05.011 (Duty of commissioners to | 5001 Ibs. on cach on cach distance from 20 NS axles. and is equipped with 5001 Ibs. NS ALL NO NO
adopt regulations); Alaska Stat. § 28.90.990 . . mph o quipp
(Definitions) side for 1 side for 1 air brakes for both the
efinitions
or 2 axle or 2 axle towing and towed
trailers. trailers. vehicles.
When operated on a
highway a trail
e Wdy.d rdl_er o The brakes shall be designed
semitrailer with a and ted so that in case of
GW of 3000 Ibs. or and connected so that in case o
. an accidental breakaway of the
Means shall be provided more shall be .
. . . towed vehicle the brakes shall
for applying the rear-most equipped with . .
; . be automatically applied, except
. . trailer brakes, in brakes that are .
Vehicles having . . that brakes are not required on
approximate synchronism adequate to control Yes. Brakes not .
brakes on all . . . all wheels of a truck that is
with brakes on towing the movement of required if . -
wheels must stop . . Lo being towed as a semitrailer and
. o vehicle and developing the and to stop and to combination is S . .
Arizona within 30” from 20 ired braking effort hold the vehicle and ble of meeti that is being towed in a drive-
. required braking effort on old the vehicle an capable of meetin, N
Ariz. Rev. Stat. § 28-952 (Required Brake 3000 Ibs. ALL ALL mph. Vehicles not NS thq ¢ 1% Is at th 3000 Ibs. NS NS that are desiened t de | and Stat e away, tow- away operation, if
e rear-most wheels at the at are designed to ederal and State
Equipment); Ariz. Rev. Stat. § 28-101 (Definitions) having brakes on . g_ . the combination of vehicles is
fastest rate; and / or means either be applied by braking . R
all wheels must . X capable of complying with all
o s shall be provided for the driver of the performance
stop within 40 . . . . state and federal brake
applying braking effort towing motor requirements. .
from 20 mph. R R performance requirements.
first on the rear-most vehicle from its cab
trail ioped with be of a type that Only those brakes on the
railer equipped wi or be of a type tha
duipp P vehicle being towed need to be
brakes. operates .
. operative as may be necessary
automatically when . .
. to ensure compliance with the
the service brakes of .
R performance requirements.
the towing motor
vehicle are applied.
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Information applies to both travel trailers and fifth wheels unless otherwise noted.

States stopping distance requirements and performance requirements are not addressed. Contains no information on air brake requirements.

AUTOMATIC BREAK-AWAY
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50" stopping
distance from 20
Arkansas mph for trailers
ith 2 Trailers and Semi-trailers
Ark. Code Ann. § 27-37-501 (brakes generally); | 3000 Ibs. Wf' t“‘ . l“’" Z‘l‘ “;SOS‘ED‘ ratiers
manufacturer’s ess than S. gross
Ark. Code Ann. § 27-31-502 (Required Capabilities | brakes on ALL ALL oss vehicle NS weicht need not ie 3000 Ibs. NS NS See comments NO
of Vehicle); Ark. Code Ann. § 21-14-210 (Trailers | all wheels 'g;t " £t . € 4 with brak
weight rating of ten equipped with brakes
Defined) thousand pounds
(10,000 1Ibs.) or
more
. Californiz* . , 26305: Tow dollies
Ann. Cal. Vehicle Code § 26302 (Trailer Brake 40" from 20 mph may be equipped
Requirements); Ann. Cal. Vehicle Code § 630 1500 Ibs for tow vehicles Every trailer coach or with brakes
(Trailer definition); Ann. Cal. Vehicle Code § 26303 for trailer with GVWR less camp trailer witha GVW 26311: Any vehicle
(trailer coaches and camp trailers brake 3000 Ibs coaches At Least than 10,000 1Ibs., NS of 1,500 Ibs. or more 3000 Ibs./ 15 NS NO being towed in
requirements); Ann. Cal. Vehicle Code § 26304 and camp 2 Wheels towing any trailer. must be equipped with 1500 lbs. driveaway-tow-away
(breakaway brakes); Ann. Cal. Vehicle Code § 26454 trailers 50" from 20 mph brakes on at least 2 operation need not
(Brakes — Control and stopping requirements); Ann. for all other wheels. be equipped with
Cal. Veh. Code § 670 (Definition of Vehicle); Cal. combinations. brakes
Code Regs. Tit. 8 § 3475 (Vehicles)
Brakes not required for:
* Any horse trailer of a
capacity of 2 horses or Every trailer or semitrailer of a
Colorad less. gross weight of 3,000 Ibs. or
olorado R  Any trailer that is not more shall be equipped with
42-4-235 (Commercial) « S e akes 4 ;
Colo. Rev. Stat. A 424223 (brakes): Col commercial” and that is brakes adequate to control the
olo. Rev. Stat. 3 nn. § 42-4- ( _ra es); Colo. 3000 Ibs. ALL NS 40" from 20 mph. NS used by a farmer in farm 3000 lbs. NS NS NS NO movement of and to stop and
Rev. Stat. Ann. § 42-1-102 (definitions); 8 Colo Lo .
to market operations. hold such vehicle.
Code Regs § 1507-18 (Rules and . « Tank trailors
Regulations concerning the Use of Surge Brakes) less than 10,000 lbs. Requirements do not apply to
transporting dry or liquid manufactured homes.
fertilizer, or gaseous
fertilizer under pressure.
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Information applies to both travel trailers and fifth wheels unless otherwise noted.

States stopping distance requirements and performance requirements are not addressed. Contains no information on air brake requirements.

AUTOMATIC BREAK-
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Electric or air brakes
required for all trailers with
(?VWR greater than 8000 YES. Allowedl on
. Ibs., and on any non-.commerlmal
Connecticut . vehicles having .
Conn. Gen. Stat. Ann. § 14-81 (Brake equipment of commercial (under . gross weight of 8000 The braking system shall be
trailers): 3000 Ibs. FMCSR) when GCWR is 10,000 Ibs. or less. Allowed adequate to cont[:ol the
.. brakes on ALL NS NONE NS 10,000 Ibs. or more when NS NS . NO movement of the trailer safely
Conn. Gen. Stat. Ann. §14-1 (Definitions); Conn. L. Ibs. on commercial .
Agencies Regs. § 14-80-2a (Service Brakes); Conn. all wheels used in interstate vehicles if not and to ho.ld the trailer
Gen. Stat. Ann. § 14-260n (Definitions) commeree, and 18,001 lbs. subject to inter and stationary.
in intrastate commerce. . .
These braking systems intra state limits
must be operable from the above.
driver's seat.
Delaware Every motor vehicle when
Del. Code Ann. tit. 21, § 4305 (Trailers and semi- 4001 Ibs. operated on a highway shall be
trailers); Del. Code Ann. tit. 21, § 4304; (Brakes- ’ 30’ from 20 mph. . equipped with brakes adequate to
performance requirements); Del. Code Ann. tit. 21, g‘ross On at 40 from 20 if 10 Two éeparate means of Not directly. See control the movement, and to stop
§ 4303 (brakes — general motor vehicle weight or least 2 NS only have brakes mph applying lh? brakes are NO comments NO and hold such vehicle and any
requirements); Del. Code Ann. tit. 21, § 101 over brajkes wheels on 2 wheels. required. trailer attached thereto, including
(Definitions — Words and Phrases); 7 Del. Admin. are required 2 separate means of applying the
Code § 9201-11.1 (Vehicles in Public Lands) brakes.
So long as total
weight of the
District of Columbia 3000 Ibs All NS trailer does not
exceed 40% of the
GVW of the tow
vehicle
Every such vehicle and
combination of vehicles shall be
equipped with service brakes
For trailers 3000 Ibs. or less adequate to control the movement
Florida 50' from 20 mph no brakes are required so of and to stop and hold such
. . long as the axle weight of vehicle under all conditions of
Fla. Stat. Ann. § 316.261 (Brake equipment when trailer X . .
. . the trailer does not exceed loading, and on any grade incident
required); Fla. Stat. Ann. § 316.262 (Performance | 5y ALL NS exceeds 3000 1bs. |\ {40 0/ of the gross weight of | 3001 Tbs. 15 NO {0 its operation.

ability of motor vehicle brakes);
Fla. Stat. Ann. § 316.263 (Maintenance of brakes);
Fla. Stat. Ann. § 316.003 (Definitions)

40’ from 20 mph
when trailer is less
than 3000 Ibs.

the towing vehicle, with the
trailer connected, and the
combination can stop in 40'
from 20 mph.

Every towing vehicle, when used to
tow another vehicle equipped with
air controlled brakes, in other than
driveway or tow away operations,
shall be equipped with 2 means for
emergency application of the trailer
brakes.
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Information applies to both travel trailers and fifth wheels unless otherwise noted.
States stopping distance requirements and performance requirements are not addressed. Contains no information on air brake requirements.

AUTOMATIC BREAK-AWAY

=~
s BRAKES
= -] =
= s3] = = 2. = (=] =
A g %E E < g g g ;, g: S é REQUIRED?: E E ?% E g 8
i) > ’
> 5 258 25 | &3 S SEg g2 o=zl = z Sge £y s
= = =) = =2 Z x5 = = 8o Z =g =l z e =
= E% ?o o 8 S5g g zS=) 3| =3 SE e c 3
©» = = z N Q& 7~ e Sl=! = = z = S 5 »
& - E S @« 5’ g P w
= =
3 z 2| *s
Trailer does not
exceed 12,000 Ibs.
GVWR.
30' from 20 mph Combination weight
f binati does not exceed
or combination
G i vehicles having 26,000 Emergency
eorgia . .
Any farm trailer of 4000 breakaway brak
Ga. Code Ann. § 40-8-50 (Brakes, Equipment 3000 lbs., brakes on all 1y farm frat er o reaiawdy brake
ired) o more wheels. 40° from Ibs. or less, when empty, NS required.
required); X L .
ALL NS NS does not need brakes wh Cannot haul liquids Not specificall
Ga. Code Ann. § 40-8-53 (Performance ability of | brakes on 20 for 068 no" eed Hrakes when Only for surge brake trailers annot haut faquics of specttically
L used in or for farm or gases in
brakes) all wheels combinations not N i .
.. . e operating purposes. packaging which
Ga. Code Ann. § 40-1-1 (Definitions) having brakes on
all wheels (e.g. tow exceed 119 gal.
\e& When used for
dollies) R
commercial
applications trailer
must meet
FRCSR’s.
30' from 20 mph
for c‘ombmal‘lon For trailers 3000 Ibs. or Any vehicle being
. vehicles having . . .
Hawaii less the total weight on the towed in drive-away
brakes on all .
24-85, 88, 89, 97 heels. 40' f trailer axles shall not or tow-away
wheels. Tom .
Haw. Rev. Stat. § 287-1 (Definition of motor vehicle 20 for exceed 40% of the gross operations does not
includes trailer); Haw. Rev. Stat. § 286-2 (Definition | 3001 Ibs. ALL NS combinations not NS weight of the towing 3001 Ibs. 15 ALL NO need brakes if it can
of Trailer); Haw. Admin. Rules § 19-141 havin brake;s on vehicle when connected to meet the braking
(Incorporation by reference); all whegels (g tow the trailer, and the CV performance
Honolulu Rules & Ordinances §§ 15-19.24-19.26% dollies) (Ho;jgc;lulu must meet the performance requirements (40'
i 15 requirements above. from 20 mph)
9.24)
Every farm trailer while
being used hauling
Unlad agricultural products or
nladen
ioht of livestock from farm to
weight o
Idaho 15 0% Ibs 50" from 20 mph storage, marketing or
’ for all trailers with ssing plant. 1500 Ibs.
Idaho Code Ann. § 49-933 (Brakes); Idaho Code | empty, and ALL NS or at fravers wi NS proeessing p art, or s NS NS NO NO
Ann. § 49-121 (Definition of Trailer) 2 GVWR 10,000 Ibs. returning therefrom, and empty
' break or above used within a radius of
reakaway
fift
system 1y

(50) miles, shall be
exempt from these braking
requirements.
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States stopping distance requirements and performance requirements are not addressed. Contains no information on air brake requirements.

Information applies to both travel trailers and fifth wheels unless otherwise noted.

AUTOMATIC BREAK-
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; AWAY BRAKES ~ % =
- 5 =z o3 REQUIRED?: EZ S &3
0, 5 IPEE Y - T L +1 E :
23 =zzng| EE | 2E = g Z 3 ozz| =zl .z 58" z3 :
- = = o] < = = [= = Z
Z2 2o g = B= z E3 ¢ =3 s8clzz] i:= =z g g
S 5 ) o = 7B g Z 57025 =l Z = B 5 Z
@ = = = Q& = E = == - <= 7
& — E S wn 5’ = ]
= = =]
3 z 2] 7¢
Only one
wheel per
side for
trailers
. 3001 30' fi 20 mph. . . .
Illinois t0 5000 Ad di:;:)[;lall n}lll; nd Trailer brakes must be Every trailer or semitrailer of a
625 11l. Comp. Stat. § 5/12-301 (Brakes); Ill. Admin ¥ operable by driver of gross weight of over 3,000 lbs.
. . . ] 3001 Ibs. Ibs. NS brake must stop NS . . . 5001 Ibs. NS NS NO NO . .
Code 92, § 390.1020 (Definition of “motor vehicle L , towing vehicle from its must be equipped with brakes
. . Above combination in 55 .
includes trailer) 5000 Ibs from 20 mph cab. when operated upon a highway.
brakes
required
on all
wheels.
Indianc
Ind. Code § 9-19-3-3 (nB ldl‘:d Trail d . 50" from 20 mph Trailer brakes must be
nd. Code § 9-19-3-3 (Brakes — Trailers and semi-
. § . for all trail ith ble by dri f
trailers of gross weight of three thousand pounds or | 3000 Ibs. ALL NS G’ij&/era:) T)rg Owllb NS toplera ZhAlerflver O.t 3000 Ibs. NS NS NO NO
S. owing vehicle from its
more); See also Ind. Code §§ 9-19-3-1 thru 9-19-3- ’ e cab
or more. ab.
7(Chapter 3 Brakes)
Yes. Only such
Every trailer of a Gross brakes on the
Gross weight of Vehicle Weight (GVW) vehicle or vehicles
less than five of 3,000 Ibs. must be being towed in a
thousand pounds equipped with brakes driveaway-
Towa within a distance of adequate to control the towaway operation
Towa Code Ann. § 321.430 (Brake, hitch and control thirty feit at20 m(zlvkelnizntthof ar;l(% tlo sto;()l need be ope;auve
mph. and ho e vehicle, an as may be
requirements); lowa Code Ann. § 321.431 3000 lbs. All NS p‘ . NS . ’ NO Y .
e gross weight in so designed as to be necessary to insure
(Performance Ability); lowa Code Ann. § 321.1 . . .
(Definitions) excess of five applied by the driver of compliance by the
efinitions
thousand pounds the towing motor vehicle combination of
within a distance of from its cab, or with self- vehicles with the
forty-five feet at 20 actuating brakes, and a performance
mph. weight-equalizing hitch requirements of
with a sway control. section 321.431.
Kansas ) Performanc
Kan. Stat. Ann. § 8-1734 (Braking systems for e based NS NS 40' from 20 mph. NS NO NO NO
motor vehicles and combinations of vehicles) ; Kan. only

Stat. Ann. § 8-126 (Definitions)
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Information applies to both travel trailers and fifth wheels unless otherwise noted.
States stopping distance requirements and performance requirements are not addressed. Contains no information on air brake requirements.
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A person shall not operate
than .
any commercial motor
40" from 20 mph. vehicle with a declared
(except for gross weight of over ten
commercial motor thousand (10,000) pounds
Performa vehicles with a high in this
Kentucky eriormanc NS for on any g _W.ay n . s Brakes must be operated by the
Ky. Stat. Ann. § 189.090 (Brakes); Ky. Stat. Ann. § | ¢ based . NS declared GVW of NS state unless it is equipped NO NO NO . .
o trailer K . operator of the towing vehicle.
189.010 (Definitions) only. more than 10,000 with efficient brakes that
Ibs. Hand brake meet the federal motor
shall be adequate carrier safety standards in
to stop the 49 C.F.R. pt. 393 and may
combination in 55” be operated by the
from 20 mph. operator of the vehicle.
Brakes must be applied b
40" at 20 mph for raes _mus © PP 1e. v
.. Only one . . the driver of the towing
Louisiana . trailers with a . .
. axle if vehicle from its cab.
La. Rev. Stat. Ann. § 32:341 (Brake equipment trailer manufacturer's All sport. boat. or an
required); La. Rev. Stat. Ann § 32:342 3000 Ibs. ALL gross vehicle NS port, . Y 3000 Ibs. NS NS NO NO
o between R . other nonagricultural
(Performance ability of brakes); La. Rev. Stat. Ann. weight rating of .
. . 3000 and trailer less than 30001bs
§ 32:1 (definitions). 10,000 or more .
5000 Ibs. Ib gross weight need not be
S.
equipped with brakes.
A 2-wheel brak
.w ce . r ¢ Brakes not required if
vehicle, within a R Yes. On a farm
. vehicle meets FMCSA
. distance of 45 ft. . R truck for
Maine from a speed of 20 braking requirements. Reel transportin
Me. Rev. Stat. Ann. 29-A, § 1902 (Brakes); Me. 3001 Ibs. ALL ALL P NS (cable dispensing) and NS NS NS NO . P ¢
: . mph. 4-wheel . agricultural products
Rev. Stat. Ann. 29-A, § 101 (Definitions) . pole dolly trailers .
brake vehicle, and supplies are
o exempted up to 12,000
within 30 ft. from exempted.
Ibs. GVWR.
a speed of 20 mph.
For trailers
3001 to
10,000 The total weight on wheels 1 axle for
Ibs. brakes Above ) . .
R 40' from 20 mph of trailer must not exceed trailers up
Maryland required 10,000 . .
. for trailers 3000 40% of the gross weight of to 10,000
Md. Code Ann. Trans., § 22-301 (Brake Equipment on all Ibs. . .
Required) heels of brak Ibs. and less, and the towing vehicle when lbs. All YES Yes. Must meet
equired); rakes . .
4 ’ - 3001 Ibs. wheels o . tow dollies. 50° NS connected to the trailer. If | 3001 lbs. 15 wheels for performance
Md. Code Ann. Trans., 22-302 (Performance ability only one required . . . Under 10,000 1bs. .
. from 20 mph for it does, then trailer needs trailers requirements.
of brakes); Md. Code Regs. 11.14.05.04 (Inspection axle, on all .
R all other brakes. All trailers must above
standards for Brakes) provided | wheels of -
R combinations. meet performance 10,000
the trailer | all axles. .
requirements. Ibs.
meets the
performan
ce
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Information applies to both travel trailers and fifth wheels unless otherwise noted.
States stopping distance requirements and performance requirements are not addressed. Contains no information on air brake requirements.
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10,000 Ibs.
Massachusetts empty (air
Mass. Gen. Laws Ann. 90 § 7 (Brakes); Mass. Gen. | o electric NS NS NS NS NS NO NO
Laws Ann. 90 § 1 (Definitions) brakes
o
A semitrailer, pole trailer,
or trailer of less than 3,000
Ibs. gross weight need not
be equipped with brakes
if: no part of the load of
30' from 20 mph W%liCh reéts upon the
for combination towing vehicle, does not
Michigan vehicles with exceed 40% of the gross
Mich. Comp. Laws Ann. § 257.705 (Brakes); Mich. brak I weight of the towing
rakes on al
Comp. Laws Ann. § 480.11a (Incorporation of wheels. 40’ from vehicle, and the gross
Federal Motor Carrier regulations); Mich. Comp. 3000 Ibs. ALL NS 20 ) b fi NS weight of the towing NO NO NO
mph for
Laws Ann. § 480.13a (trailers; equipment with surge b'p " vehicle and the gross
. combination . e
brakes); Mich. Comp. Laws Ann. §§ 257.59; 257.73 . . weight of a semitrailer or
. vehicles not having .
(Definitions) pole trailer, part of the
brakes on all .
load of which rests upon
wheels. . .
the towing vehicle, does
not exceed 40% of the
gross weight of the towing
vehicle when connected to
the semitrailer or pole
trailer.
A trailer or
3000 Ibs. Trailers used by farmers semitrailer with a
or a trailer while transporting farm to gross weight of
with a 50" from 20 mph market. Trailers operated 3,000 Ibs. or more,
Minnesota gross for all by dealers in delivery of must be equipped Yes. Towing a
Minn. Stat. Ann. § 169.67 (Brakes; includes weight that ALL NS combinations with NS implements of husbandry. 3001 Ib NS NS with brakes that are disabled vehicle is
performance standards); Minn. Stat. Ann. § 169.011 | exceeds the trailer GVWR of Tank (liquid fertilizer) and constructed so that exempted from
(Definitions) empty 10,000 lbs. or dry fertilizer trailers up to they can hold the brake requirements
weight of more. 12,000 Ibs. while engaged trailer or semitrailer
the towing in the transportation of if it becomes
vehicle such materials. detached from the

towing vehicle.
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Information applies to both travel trailers and fifth wheels unless otherwise noted.

States stopping distance requirements and performance requirements are not addressed. Contains no information on air brake requirements.
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| Mississippi & | Trailer of two axles of less Brakes on a trailer should be
Miss. Code Ann. § 63-7-51 (Brakes); Miss. Code than 2.000 Ibs ; !
’ 5 . gross need designed so that the driver of
Ann. § 63-7-53 (Brake Standards); Miss. Stat. Ann. |~ 2000 Ibs. ALL NS NONE NS not have brakes on all 2000 1bs. NS NS NO NO the towing vehicle from its cab
§ 63-3-103 (Types of vehicles); Miss. Stat. Ann. § wheels may apply them
63-3-107 (Types of trailers)
Independent braking system not
. . required except on trailers
Missouri coupled by a 5" wheel and
Mo. Ann. Stat. § 307.170 (other equipment motor NS NS NS None for trailers NS NS NO NO kingpin, and on trailers hauling
vehicles); Mo. Ann. Stat. § 307.360 (Permits and hazardous materials with a
instructions furnished by superintendent) aross weight exceeding 3,000
Ibs.
Trailers not exceeding
Montana 3000 Ibs. are exempted
Mont. Code Ann. § 61-9-304 (Brakes required on all provided that: Total . . .
wheels — exceptions); Mont. Code Ann. § 61-9-305 weight on trailer axles A‘towmg vehicle and all trailers
(Automatic trailer brake application upon 3001 Ibs ALL NS 40'from 20 mph. | NS | does not exceed 40% of | 3001 Ibs 15 Al NO being towed must have 1 control
breakaway); Mont. Code Ann. § 61-9-312 . rom =0 mph. 0es 1o ?X;ee ; A) © . device that can be used to
(Performance ability of brakes); Mont. Code Ann. § £gross yvelg t 0 thIng operate all service brakes.
61-9-301 (Brake equipment required); Mont. Code vehicle with trailer
Ann. § 61-1-101 (Definitions) attached. They meet
performance requirements.
3000 lbs.
for "cabin"
trailer Cabin
(defined as trailers
a trailer and
equipped recreation
i al trailers
a drvellmg d3 Org(l) ers All commercial trailers
? alce, 6499 Ib with a carrying capacity of
S.
Nebrask 1ving _ more than 10,000 Ibs. shall
cbraska . abode, or required ! ' )
Neb. Rev. Stat. Ann. § 60-6, 246 (Trailers; brake leenin on at least NS NONE NS be equipped with brakes YES. Automatic breakaway brakes YES NO
requirements); Neb. Rev. Stat. Ann. § 60-673 sieepng i on each wheel that can be are required.
(Trailer, defined). “place) or LWOL operated from the driving
recreaFlon Whee's. position of the towing
al” trailer 6500 Ibs. vehicle
(defined as | and above .
a trailer require
designed brakes on
for each
transportin wheel.
ga
motorboat).
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Information applies to both travel trailers and fifth wheels unless otherwise noted.
States stopping distance requirements and performance requirements are not addressed. Contains no information on air brake requirements.
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Every towing vehicle, when
used to tow another vehicle
. equipped with air-controlled
Every trailer, quIpP R )
L brakes, shall be equipped with 2
semitrailer, house
. means for emergency
trailer, and pole o N
. K application of the trailer brakes.
trailer equipped
s One of these means shall apply
with air or vacuum- . .
the brakes automatically in the
Every actuated brakes and .
. . . event of a reduction of the
trailer, Tow dollies (see "Tow every trailer, . . .
o . e towing vehicle air supply. The
semitrailer, Dolly Referenced" semitrailer, house
. K other means shall be a manually
or pole column), A trailer of less trailer, and pole . .
Nevada A . 3 controlled device for applying
Nev. Rev. Stat. Ann. § 484D 250 (Equi trailer at than 1500 Ibs. need not be trailer exceeding and releasine the brakes. readil
v X ev. Stat. Ann. § ’ (Equipment least 1,500 40" from 20 mph equipped with brakes. 3,000 Ibs. and e ! . Y
required); Nev. Rev. Stat. Ann. § 484D.255 Ibs. and for trailers of 3000 manufactured after operable by a person seated in
i s fc forma ; 2 . . the driver’s seat.
(Requirements for Performance); Nev. Rev. Sm,t‘ manufactur Ibs. or less. 50” 20 Any vehicle being towed July 1, 1969 must
Ann. § 484D. 270 (Arrangement of system; device ALL NS L 3001 Ibs. 15 ALL NO Rk K
ed after from 20 mph for mph. in driveway or tow-away be equipped with . .
for control); Nev. Rev. Stat. Ann. § 484D.260 . - . Every towing vehicle used to
. July 1, trailers greater than operations is exempted, brakes acting on all . .
(Maintenance); Nev. Rev. Stat. Ann. § 484D. 265 . . . tow other vehicles equipped
. X . X 1975 must 3000 Ibs. provided it meets wheels, and of such .
(Equipment for towing vehicle); Nev. Admin. Code . with vacuum brakes shall have
X X be performance requirements character as to be .
§ 484D.090 (Service Brake; Performance Standard) . ) . a second control device that can
equipped of 40 applied
. . be used to operate the brakes on
with from 20 mph. automatically and . . .
N . R towed vehicles in emergencies.
service remain applied for
. . The second control shall be
brakes on 15 minutes in the . .
) independent of brake air,
all wheels. event of a

breakaway from the
towing vehicle.

hydraulic and other pressure,
and independent of other

controls, unless the braking
system is so arranged that

failure of the pressure upon
which the second control

depends will cause the brakes to

be applied automatically.
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Information applies to both travel trailers and fifth wheels unless otherwise noted.

States stopping distance requirements and performance requirements are not addressed. Contains no information on air brake requirements.
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Every combination
of motor vehicle
3000 Ibs., with a trailer or
if the axle semitrailer when
weight of driven upon the
the towed roadways of the Does not apply to wood-
vehicle state shall at a sawing machines, log
New Hampshire does not speed of 20 mph be splitters, cement mixers,
N.H. Rev. Stat. § 266:30 (Trailer Brakes); § 266:28 eﬂ’;md 40 _ capable, at all compressors, tar kettles,
(Brake Performance); N.H. Code Admin. R. Saf-C § oof the times ar.\q under all covveyers, reel or pol.e
3227.07 (Emergency Brakes); N.H. Code R. Saf-C. sum of the NS NS c0§d1110ns, of NS trél!érs (used by Public NS NO NO
§ 32207.03 (Trailer, Semi-Trailer, and Full Trailer rat.ed axle stopping on a dry, Utilities), road swe'e pers
Brakes) welghlsl of smgoth, agd rollers, thawing
the towing approximately devices, or refreshment
vehicle. level pavement booths towed not more
free from loose than 2 miles.
1501 1bs. material, upon
for house application of the
trailers foot or service
brake, within a
distance of 30 feet.
Trailers less than 3000 lbs.
without brakes may not
weigh more than 40% of . L
the gross weight of the Every trailer and semitrailer must
New Jersey 30' from 40 mph. towing vehicle when the ) }tlave( ]:réliles }hatllce:ln be
N.J. Stat. Ann. § 39:3-67 (Brake Equipment for trailers with vehicles are connected. I:u'(’;d I'C‘l fy ap i :I up! fm
Required); N.J. Stat. Ann. § 39:3-45 (Certain brakes on all Means shall be provided All Ade- re;_ _ldeyd rom eho‘ﬁllt]:g
Vehicles exempted); N.J. Stat. Ann. § 39:3-68 (Brake| 3001 Ibs. ALL NS wheels. 45" from NS for applying the trailer trailers quate NS NO NO ve 1}c €, an ‘meaims shall be
Performance); N.J. Stat. Ann. § 39:3-68.1 (Towing : brakes in approximate Period provided to stop and hold the

vehicle and towed vehicle defined); N.J. Stat. Ann.
39-1-1 (Definitions)

20 mph for trailers
3000 Ibs. or less.

synchronism with the
brakes of the towing
vehicle and developing the
required braking effort on
the rearmost vehicle at the
fastest rate.

vehicle for an adequate period of
time.
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Information applies to both travel trailers and fifth wheels unless otherwise noted.

States stopping distance requirements and performance requirements are not addressed. Contains no information on air brake requirements.
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Tow dollies, provided they
meet 40' from 20 mph.
House trailers only require
brakes on at least two (2)
30' from 40 mph. wheels. Means shall be
New Mexico for trailers with provided for applying the Yes. See
N.M. Stat. Ann § 66-3-840 (Brakes); NM. Stat. | 3000 1bs. ALL NS brakes on all rearmost trailer brakes in NO performance
Ann. § 66-1-4.3 & N.M. Stat. Ann. § wheels. 40’ from approximate synchronism requirements onl
4.17(Definitions) 20 mph for trailers with the brakes of the q ) Y
3000 lbs. or less. towing vehicle and
developing the required
braking effort on the
rearmost wheels at the
fastest rate.
Standards of brake Every trailer and semitrailer
efficienc weighing more than 1,000 lbs.
ublished b ythe unladen and every trailer and
New York Unladen Cp . Y d semitrailer manufactured on
ommissioner, an
ight of , after January 1, 1971,
N.Y. Comp. Codes R. & Regs. 15, §§ 411 & 412 | weight 0 filed in the Office Yes. For commercially used trailers oF atter Jantary .
(Standards for Brake Efficiency); N.Y. Veh. & Traf | 1001 Ibs. NS NS . ) NS NS . ) NO NO having a registered maximum
. of the Secretary of only. 15 Minutes to hold. :
§ 375 (Equipment); N.Y. Veh. & Traf. § 156 empty or State, thereafter gross weight or an actual
(Trailer Defined) greater bl” hed in th gross weight of more than
ublished in the
Pt te advertisi 3,000 lbs. shall be equipped
state advertisin . .
bulleti e with adequate brakes in good
ulletin.
working order.
30" from 20 mph
1000 lbs. with both service
North Carolina for house brake and parking Farmers, his tenant, agent
N.C. Gen. Stat. Ann. § 20-124 (Brakes); 19A NC trailers. brake applied or employee when
ADC 3D.0532 (General information regarding safety ) ALL NS . PP NS . proy .. NS NS NS NO NO
X . . i 4000 lbs. simultaneously. registered under provisions
inspection of motor vehicles — Brakes); N.C. Gen. )
Stat. Ann. § 20-4.01. (Definitions) for all 50' from 20 mph of G.S. 20- 51.
others. for either applied

separately.
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Information applies to both travel trailers and fifth wheels unless otherwise noted.
States stopping distance requirements and performance requirements are not addressed. Contains no information on air brake requirements.
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The safety chains or brakes must
be designed so that they can be
North Dakota applied by the driver of the
N.D. Cent. Code § 39-21-32 (Brake Equipment 25 Safety chains may be used towing vehicle from its cab, and
. - ALL NS NS Do ALL NS NS NO NO .
Required); N.D. Cent. Code § 39-01-01 mph. in lieu of brakes. must be designed and connected
(Definitions) so that in case of an accidental
breakaway the brakes are
automatically applied.
Must be designed to be
applied from the cab.
30' from 20 mph .
for vehicles with Means Sl.lau be provided 2000 lbs.
brakes on all for applying the rearmost empty
Ohio 3,000 Ib heels. 45' f brakes in approximate | 4"
, S. wheels. Tom . . S.
Ohio Rev. Code Ann. § 4513.20 (Brake Equipment) empty NS NS 20 mph for NS synchronism with the R NS NS NO
; Ohio Rev. Code Ann. § 4501.01 (Definitions) : vehicles without b}:fil(les of dtl:ie to;’vinlg watercraft
vehicle, and developing .
brakes on all trail
: wi;:l: a the required braking effort rarer
’ on the rearmost vehicle at
the fastest rate.
40' fi 20 mph
for t rf)lm h r.np Must be equipped with
or trailer having a .
GVWR of 3 050 brakes so designated to
o
Oklahoma ’ : apply by the driver from the .
OKLSt.Ann. tit. 47, § 12-301 (Brake Equipment pounds or less. 50 cab. Brakes required on Yes. Drive-away,
ired); i - iti from 20 mph fi ) tow-
Required); Okl St.Ann. tit. 47, § 1-180 (Definition of | 555 1,5 ALL NS Tom B mP O Ng | railers under 3000 Ibs. if | 3000 Ibs. | 15 NS NO oW Ay
Trailer); OkL.St.Ann. tit. 47, § 1-186 (Definition of all other property- ioht of trail operations
Vehicle); OkL.St.Ann. tit. 47, § 12-302 (Performance carrying vehicles gross weight of tratler exempted.
ability of brakes) and combinations e).(c;;ed:‘:lo% of g;o_sj
weight of towing vehicle.
f Tty-
© Prope y Exemption: Tow Dollies
carrying vehicles
Independent braking system not
required, but combination of
Oregon . vehicles must be able to stop
Or. Rev. Stat. § 815.125 (Brakes, requirements and 35 6 20 moh ithin legal limi
standards); Or. Rev. Stat § 801.560 (Trailer defined); 5" from 20 mph, within legal limits. Every motor
NS NS NS without leaving 12' NS NS NO NO vehicle and combination of motor

Or. Rev. Stat § 815.010 (Equipment standards,
compliance; application of federal standards). See
also Or. Rev. Stat. § 815.130 (penalties for
drivers);Or. Rev. Stat. § 815.135 (exemptions)

wide lane.

vehicles, except motorcycles and
mopeds, shall at all times be
equipped with a parking brake
system.
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Information applies to both travel trailers and fifth wheels unless otherwise noted.

States stopping distance requirements and performance requirements are not addressed. Contains no information on air brake requirements.
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Every vehicle or combination
of vehicles, except a
motorcycle, operated on a
highway shall be equipped with
a parking brake system
adequate to hold the vehicle or
combination of vehicles on any
Pennsylvania Brakes required on trailers g;e;dedalnd under alll—fcondfmonsf
of loading, on a surface free o
75 Pa. Cons. Stat. Ann. § 4502 (General 3000 Ibs. or less if gross .g, a
. . . . . ice and snow.
requirements for braking systems); Pa. Cons. Stat. weight of trailer exceeds Yes. Drive-away,
Ann. § 102 (Definitions); 40% of gross weight of Yes. They @ tow- awa . L
@ § (Defini “?ns) . 3001 lIbs. ALL NS 40' from 20 mph NS O,O gros»s et o 3001 Ibs. NS NS s .ey are ow d?wy Every vehicle and combination
67 Pa. Code § 175.123 (Recreational, Semi and towing vehicle. Tow authorized. operations .
.. . . . . of vehicles operated on a
Utility Trailers Braking Systems); dollies- Towed instruments exempted. hich b inped with
ighway must be equipped wil
See also 67 Pa. Code §§ 229.14; 231.7; 231.8 of husbandry, or special ghway dutpP
. . . a service brake system adequate
(Incorporation by Reference of 49 CFR) mobile equipment.
to control the movement of and
to stop and hold the vehicle or
combination of vehicles on any
grade and under all conditions
of loading, and adequate to
meet the braking performance
standards established by
PennDOT regulations.
E trail st he arki
Means shall be provided very tratier must iave paring
. brakes adequate to hold the
for applying the rearmost . L.
: . vehicle on any grade it is
trailer brakes in .
Rhode Island . . operated, under all conditions
ode Islan approximate synchronism .
R.I Gen. Laws § 31-23-4 (Brake equipment with the brakes of the of loading and on a surface free
required); R.I. Gen. Laws § 31-1-3 (Types of 4000 Ibs. ALL NS NONE NS towi hi l d 4000 Ibs. NS NS NO NO from snow, ice, or loose
Vehicles); R.I. Code R. § 47-1-35:3.3 (Brakes — meg vehele an‘ material.
Official Manual for Vehicle Inspection) developing the required
braking effort on the .
Brakes must be designed so
rearmost wheels at the .
they can be applied from the
fastest rate. . . .
driver of the towing vehicle’s
normal operating position.
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Information applies to both travel trailers and fifth wheels unless otherwise noted.
States stopping distance requirements and performance requirements are not addressed. Contains no information on air brake requirements.
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Brakes required on trailers
3000 Ibs. or less if gross
weight of trailer exceeds
40% of ight of
¢ D,O g‘ro}? Fvel%l. © Every combination of vehicles
owing vehicle. Tow . . .
dollies- Towed instruments must be equipped with service
£ husband ial brakes that are capable and
of husbandry, or special
adequate t trol th
South Carolina 40" from 20 mph mobile equipment. Tow mo:/e::;l Z f(;;;nior(;to ean J
S.C. Code Ann. § 56-5-4850 (Brake equipment); for trailers 3000 dollies- Trailers not hold the vehicle with pl d
old the vehicle with any loa
S.C. Code Ann. § 56-5-4860 (performance Ibs. or less, and exceeding 12,000 Ibs. Yes. Must meet Yes. See and on any erade on whiZh itis
requirements); S.C. Code Ann. § 56-3-20 drive-away, tow- which are pulled behind ) ) v 8
. 3001 Ibs. ALL NS . NS . 3001 Ibs. 15 NS performance performance operated.
(Definitions); S.C. Code Ann. § 56-5-4870 away operations. farm tractors and used in requirements requirements
(Maintenance and adjustment of brakes); S.C. 50° from 20 mph the transportation of farm q q E " hicle. trail
very motor vehicle, trailer, or
Code Ann. Regs. 38-393.43 (Breakaway and for all other products to and from the r}_/t i b S J
. L semitrailer must be equippe;
emergency braking) combinations. farm. However, farm . q pp‘
trail dine 8000 with brakes that have a braking
railers exceedin,
Ibs. must be uli db system arranged so that 1
d ll‘ truck h p‘ ly d control device can be used to
ually truck having a loa .
capazity of at leas% 1 ton operate all service brakes
and may
not exceed a speed of 25
mph.
Every trailer and semitrailer
South Dakot Trailers must be equipped with a
outh Dakota
. . t 40' from 20 mph . . braki tem that i d
S.D. Codified Laws § 32-18-1 (Brakes required); ne . an P Brakes required on trailers raximg system tha l.s arrange
. . . exceeding for trailers 3000 . so that 1 control device can be
S.D. Codified Laws § 32-18-2 (Wheels on which 3000 Ib Ib ) d f 3000 Ibs. or less if gross gt te all of th
. S. s. or less, and for . . used to operate all of the
brakes must act); S.D. Codified Laws § 32-18-3 4 not dri ; weight on trailer axle Yes. Must meet p brak
need no rive- away, tow- service brakes.
(trailers exempt from all-wheel requirement); S.D. 3,001 Ibs. b NS y;, NS exceeds 40% of gross NS NS NS NO performance
R . e away operations. . . . .
Codified Laws § 32-18-7 (Service brakes); S.D. . N ¥ op weight of towing vehicle requirements. L .
. . S . equipped 50” from 20 mph The combination of vehicles
Codified Laws § 32-18-8 (Capabilities of service . when connected to the . . .
. . with for all other . consisting of the towing vehicle
brakes); S.D. Codified Laws § 32-18-9 (testing); L trailer. .
. . . brakes on combinations. and its total towed load must be
S.D. Codified Laws § 32-14-1 (Definitions) . .
all wheels. capable of complying with all
performance requirements.
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Information applies to both travel trailers and fifth wheels unless otherwise noted.
States stopping distance requirements and performance requirements are not addressed. Contains no information on air brake requirements.
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Brakes must be able to be
Tennessce applied by the driver of the
. oo . towing vehicle from the cab and
Tenn. Code Ann. § 55-9-204 (Brakes); Tenn. Code See State/Citation 55-9- YES. Ok for trailers . .
b 3000 Ibs. NS NS NONE NS 3000 Ibs. NS NS NO t be of a d h that
Ann. § 55-9-205 (Brakes); Tenn. Code Ann. § 55- s 204 (¢) s less than 7500 Ibs. mustbe o a cesign such tat n
8- 101 (definitions) case of an accidental breakaway
- efinitions
of the towed vehicle, the brakes
will be automatically applied
Brakes 30
Texas required mph.
Tex. Transp. Code Ann. § 547.401 (Brakes 4501 Ib on rear for
S.
required); Tex. Transp. Code Ann. § 547.402 May 2o to axle of trailers
(Operation and maintenance of brakes); Tex. 15 0y0§ Ib trailers 40" from 20 mph less 3000 lbs.
| S. . . . .
Transp. Code Ann. § 547.403 (Service brakes without 4501 to for trailers 3000 than Special mobile equipment- (and all Yes. OK if meet
required); Tex. Transp. Code Ann. § 547.404 . 15,000 Ibs. or less. 50' 15,000 Tow dollies, so long as trailers :
. brakes if ALL . L 15 ALL YES performance
(Parking brakes); Tex. Transp. Code Ann. § not drawn Ibs. if from 20 mph for Ibs meet performance with air or requirements
547.405 (Emergency Brakes); Tex. Transp. Code ) being all other when requirements. vacuum 4
at more
Ann. § 547.406 (Brake Reservoir); Tex. Transp. than 30 drawn at combinations. they do brakes).
Code Ann. § 547.408 anl a speed not
mph.
(Performance Requirements); 43 Tex. Admin. P of more have
Code than 30 any
mph. brakes.
Utah E t hicle and
. . very motor vehicle an
Rule R714-300 (2003) Adopts FMCSR 393.40 Trailers with GVWR b.ryt. £ vehicles shall
combination of vehicles shal
through 50 and FMVSS 105 3,000 lbs. or less must No. but FMCSA h Kine brak ¥
. . . o, buf . ave a parking brake system
Utah Admin. Code 700-300-3 (Standards for 40" from 20 mph. have brakes if the weight hibit Yes. No brakes if d tpt h ilth }3’ )
rohibits surge adequate to hold the vehicle or
Motor Vehicle Braking Systems) [Incorporates by 3000 Ibs. ALL NS (41 NS on the towed vehicle axle | 3,000 lbs. 15 ALL P brakes b g meets performance q binati ; d
rakes . combination of any grade on
reference 49 C.F.R. § 393.42 (49 C.F.R. §§ 393.40 6-145 and 393.52) exceeds 40% of the _ Y requirements. joma V8
through GVWR of the towi interpretation. which it is operated under all
oug of the towing . .
ditions of load a
393.50, 571.105, 571.122, 1996 edition] Utah vehicle. Su:;’a‘;e' f'r‘;:“fi’om":n;';g ‘i’::or
Code Ann. § 41-6a-102 (Definitions) A
loose material.
N Brakes must be so
1 axle for . .
. designed as to be applied
trailers .
by the driver from the cab.
Vermont more than
L Stat AK:;; 1\111 2S3t’ t§ 2307 t(?r;;( ¢ ; (iglgénem 3: OtOl 1bs Provided the total weight
required); Vt. Stat. Ann. tit. ut less
d . o0 3001 Ibs. ALL 30’ from 20 mph NS on the trailer axles does 3001 lbs. 15 As Above NO NO
(Performance ability of brakes); Vt. Code R. § 23- than 6000
. . . not exceed 40% of the
1- 5:1.6 (Inspection Manual — Trailer Section); Vt. lbs. Farm . .
. .. . gross weight of the towing
Stat. Ann. tit. 23, § 4 (Definitions) trailers .
ted vehicle when connected to
exemple the trailer. If so, then
trailer needs brakes.
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Information applies to both travel trailers and fifth wheels unless otherwise noted.
States stopping distance requirements and performance requirements are not addressed. Contains no information on air brake requirements.
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AUTOMATIC BREAK-AWAY
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Virginia

Va. Code Ann. § 46.2-1070 (Brakes on trailers); Va.

Code Ann. § 46.2-1067 (within what distances
brakes should stop vehicle); Va. Code Ann. § 46.2-
1066 (Brakes); Va. Code Ann. § 46.2-100 1
(definitions)

3000 Ibs.

NS

NS

40" from 20 mph.

NS

Farm trailers used
exclusively for hauling
raw agricultural produce
from farm to farm or farm
to packing shed or
processing plant within the
normal growing area of
the packing shed or
processing plant and
trailers or semitrailers
drawn by a properly
licensed motor vehicle but
exempt from registration,
shall be exempt from the
requirements of this
section.

NS

NO

Yes, when used by
wrecker or vehicles
being towed for
repairs.

Washington
RCW Wash. Rev. Code § 46.37.340 (Braking
equipment required); Wash. Rev. Code § 46.37.351
(Performance ability of brakes); Wash. Rev. Code §
46.04.320 (motor vehicle definition); Wash. Rev.
Code § 46.04.620 (trailer definition)

3,001 Ibs.

ALL

NS

40" from 20 mph
for trailers 3000
Ibs. or less, and
tow dollies. 50'
from 20 mph for
all other
combinations

NS

Provided that the total
weight on the trailer axles
shall not exceed 40% of
the gross weight of the
towing vehicle when
connected to the trailer. If
exceeds, then trailer needs
brakes. Special mobile
equipment.

3,001 Ibs. 15

ALL

NO

Yes. Brakes not
required if
combination meets
performance
requirements.
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Information applies to both travel trailers and fifth wheels unless otherwise noted.
States stopping distance requirements and performance requirements are not addressed. Contains no information on air brake requirements.
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A motor vehicle or
combination of
motor-drawn vehicles! In any combination of motor-
must be capable of driven vehicles, the means shall
topping at th . b ided f lying th
f l? opP mgel © i Means shall be provided © provi te il orba prlJ( ymgf ©
ollowing rates as i rear most trailer brakes, of an;
e for applying the rearmost . . . ) ,y
on a dry, smooth, ; . trailer equipped with brakes, in
trailer brakes in . . .
level free road: (1) . . approximate synchronism with
. approximate synchronism . .
vehicles or com- . the brakes of the towing vehicle
S L . with the brakes of the . .
West Virginia binations of vehicles towi hicle and and developing the required
W. Va. Code, § 17C-15-31 (Brakes generally); W. with brakes on all me_g vehiele a.n. braking effort on the rearmost
Va. Code §§ 17C-1-15; 17C-1-16; 17C-1-17 3,000 los. ALL NS wheels must be able NS develgplng the required 3000 Tbs. NS NS NO NO wheels at the fastest rate; means
. braking effort on the . .
(Definitions) to decelerate at a must be provided for applying
speed of 14 feet per rearmost wheels at the the braking effort on the
d: and (2) fastest rate.  trail inned with
second; an rearmost trailer equipped wi
hicl ’ Trailers less than 1500 Ibs. brak both le ﬂ[:p
vehicles or com- . rakes; or both of the means
binati £ vehicl gross weight need not be ided if used in th
inations of vehicles rovided if used in the
. equipped with brakes. P
mat having brakes on alternate.
all wheels must be
able to decelerate at a
speed 10.7 feet per
second.
Any motor vehicle may be
towed without brakes if the
gross weight of the towed
. . vehicle is not more than
Wisconsin N .
Wis. Stat. Ann. § 347.35 (Brakes); Wis. Wis. Stat. 41104’ of the gfsésl We‘g:‘t;:f
Ann. § 347.36 (performance ability of brakes); Wis. | 300 |1 NS NS 50" from 20 mph. NS the towing vehicle, and the NS NO NO
Admin. Code Trans.§ 308.09 (Brake performance); s rom S mpA. combination can stop in
Wis. Stat. Ann. § 340.01 (Words and Phrases 50 from 20 mph. Does
Defined) not apply to farm trailers
or to disabled vehicles
being towed to a place of
repair.
Every combination of vehicles
must have a parking brake
. 40" fi 20 mph, . system ad te to hold th
Wyoming rohm . mfp Superintendent may, by sysb.emt_d eq?a eh_o 1 © ©
. . or shorter i . _ combination of vehicles on an
W.S. 1977 § 31-1-101 (Definition Trailer); W.S. NS NS NS . NS regulation, require NS NS NO NO . Y
. . . specified by the . . grade on which it is operated
1977 § 31-5-950 (General braking requirements) intendent additional braking systems. der all conditi £ loadi
superintendent. under all conditions of loading

on a surface free from snow,
ice, or loose material.

Gross weight is combined weight of vehicle and its load.

* NS= not specified

NOTE: This document is intended to be used as a general reference only and does not necessarily provide all regulations on the subject or the most current version. This document is not intended to give legal advice. Many state brake laws are ambiguous and some even
contradictory. The information in this document represents a good-faith effort to portray, in a condensed format, an accurate summary of these laws. NATM assumes no responsibility for any inaccurate information or omissions.
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